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Ask any housing official
about what some of their
toughest challenges are, and
you can bet that the issue of
dealing with rental property
owners and tenants will
always be at or near the top
of their lists. It’s no different
in this municipality and
there’s been plenty of debate
about it. 

Owners of rental property
continually express their dis-
pleasure to us, and anyone
else who will listen, about
being cited for things their
tenants do, which include
things like leaving garbage
and debris everywhere on the
property, dragging in unreg-
istered vehicles, creating
unspeakable interior and
exterior damages, not paying
their rent, etc. 

They complain that even
after they clean up the
garbage bags and debris,
repair the broken windows
and get the unlicensed car
towed away, those same
problems happen all over
again, thanks to their ten-
ants. Inevitably, a neighbor
calls our department to com-
plain about the conditions
and we have to cite the
owner again. 

On the other side, we get
calls from tenants about
leaking pipes, broken win-
dows, no heat, no water,
electrical problems, holes in
the walls and floors, cock-
roaches, loose and hanging
ceiling fixtures,  etc. ,  all
allegedly created by their
landlord, who doesn’t listen
or ignores their plea for help
(many of these calls come,
of course, after they have
been evicted by the owner
and are moving out and they
want to be sure that the next
person renting from this
landlord won’t suffer the
same fate.  Now that’s
thoughtful.)

So who really is responsi-
ble?  

According to both city
court judges, the rental prop-
erty owner is the primary
individual who must be cited
by our department when a
violation is reported at one
of their properties and has
been confirmed by inspec-
tion.

In the court’s view, the
rental property owner made
the decision voluntarily to
enter the rental business, and
with that choice, they
assumed the risk and legal
liability for anything related
to those properties (manage-
ment, maintenance, lawn-
mowing, repairs, health and
safety issues, etc.)

That being said, if there is
sufficient, solid evidence
provided to us that a tenant
living in the building is
responsible for violations,
there is nothing preventing
our department from bring-
ing them to court as well,
and we have done that when-
ever possible, but we have to
be able to prove that respon-
sibility. In a one-family
rental, it can be easy. In a
multiple unit, with three or
more families residing there,
it can be a nightmare since
everyone will blame every-
one else for the problems. 

Many of our complaints
each day come from angry
neighbors, most of which are
homeowners, who tell us
they are sick and tired of
both landlords not maintain-
ing the property and for rent-
ing to such ‘‘undesirable’’
people and the tenants for
being sloppy, inconsiderate,
rude, threatening, and unsan-
itary. They not only call us,
they often call their coun-
cilperson, the mayor’s office,
and the police department
and, of course, they contact
us.

As a department, we are
obligated to follow the direc-
tives of the court and the
City Council as far as the
administration of all city
housing codes, so when an
inspector is assigned a com-

plaint, he must cite the per-
son whose name appears in
the city assessor’s role,
namely the owner.

Overall,  real estate
investors are smart people,
and they likely know which
of their tenants is causing
problems at the residence. If
they are willing to provide
the department with evidence
or information that can be
verified as to which party is
responsible so they can also
be cited, we would welcome
it. 

We continue to encour-
age rental property owners
to better screen the people
they are considering renting
to. Do the homework. Do
complete  background
checks, credit checks, use
internet-based services if
you have to and get solid
references. We know even
this doesn’t always work
and you get fooled, but it’s
well worth the effort most
of the time. 

And don’t believe the
‘‘sob stories’’ tenants use to
get access to an apartment.
Use good judgment and com-
mon sense you were given
and check out every last
detail.

I t  shouldn’t always be
about the money. We under-
stand that’s the primary rea-
son why real estate investors
chose to get into this busi-
ness and, in Carlton Sheets’
infomercial fantasy world,
everyone should be living
on yachts sipping cham-
pagne as the cash rolls in,
but the reality is that just
one undesirable tenant can
cost you thousands of dol-
lars  in damages to your
property, plus the cost of
paying a lawyer to file an
eviction action. 

We understand and appre-
ciate the frustration and
agree that tenants create
many of the problems at
rental properties. We know
the selection of desirable ten-
ants isn’t as great as it once
was and that owners tear
their hair out, lose sleep and
lose money over the things
bad tenants do. 

But in the end, it’s still the
owner’s name on the deed
and, in the eyes of the law,
they are legally responsible
for keeping the property in
good repair, keeping it clean
and sanitary, cutting the
grass and protecting all exte-
rior and interior surfaces
from deterioration — the
very same requirements that
every homeowner must
meet.
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 Lakewood
 763-0376

 Mayville
 753-2240

 Frewsburg
 569-3695

 Warren
 723-3171

 “Service In Hours, Not Days”™

 The Clean Air People

 AIR CONDITIONING - HEATING

 COLBURNS
 SALES & SERVICE

 Got An Old, Inefficient, Furnace? Replace It Now, With 
 A New High Efficiency Natural Gas Furnace And Lower 
 Your Heating Costs By 30-40% A Year - For Years To 
 Come. Plus. . . . . Receive A $300 Energy Conservation 
 Rebate From National Fuel Gas  of WNY. “NATURAL GAS, 
 YOUR BEST ENERGY VALUE” Install Central Air 
 Conditioning At The Same Time & Save $1,000.

 The king will answer them, “. . .just as you did it to one of 
 the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
 me.”        — Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)

 Widening Our View
 Read Matthew 25:31-46

 PRAYER FOCUS:  FOR EYES TO SEE WHAT GOD OFFERS.

 Prayer: Dear God, help us to see the world through your 
 eyes. May we be receptive to your leading for our 

 direction. In Jesus’ name.  Amen
 Thought for the Day

 When we do not pay attention to others, we miss spectacular moments.
 Donna H. Eliason (California)

 reprinted by permission

 This message has been brought to you by-

 hile walking with my husband along an Oregon 
 beach, I scoured the sand looking for shells and sand 
 dollars. I kept a slow pace to ensure that no treasures were 
 missed. My husband, Ed, kept saying, “Look at that sky. It’s 
 beautiful. Don’t miss it!”

 Each time I responded, “I will. . .in just a minute.” 
 Unfortunately, my “minute” was so long that when I looked 
 up, the flaming red and pink streaks across the sky were 
 fading. I could only imagine how beautiful the sky had 
 looked earlier. I had missed something spectacular.

 Missing a beautiful sunrise because of my limited focus 
 was frustrating. Then I wondered how often I do something 
 similar spiritually. When my focus centers on me and my 
 interests, not only is my vision limited, but I also miss the 
 joy and satisfaction of helping others. Jesus taught that we 
 can trust God to supply our needs. We can widen our view 
 to concentrate on others’ concerns. This gives us joy 
 because when we show kindness to others, we’re doing it 
 for Christ.

 W

 The    Family of Jamestown

Chamber of Commerce board members and staff
kicked off the second annual Membership Cru-
sade on Friday, May 30. Pictured, from left, are,
front row, Doug Fenton, Stephanie Pulvino and
Guy Ditonto. Middle row, from left, are Tom Bar-
resi, Kelly Drayer, Ann Mason, Jessica Culligan,
Rich Fischer and Erin Andersen. Back row, from
left, are Chuck Telford, Bill Loomis and Jenny
Ingrao.

Chamber Leads Charge With
Annual Membership Crusade

The Chautauqua County Chamber of Commerce
launched its annual Membership Crusade with a
kick-off celebration and rally on May 30.

The Membership Crusade is a monthlong member-
ship recruitment campaign involving chamber staff
and volunteers. Board members from the County
Chamber, each of the Community Chambers
(Dunkirk, Fredonia, Jamestown, Mayville-Chau-
tauqua, Silver Creek-Irving and Westfield &
Barcelona) and committee members — otherwise
known as ‘‘the brave knights of the Membership
Crusade’’ - will reach out to the business community
this month to spread the word about the value of
chamber membership.

‘‘While we welcome new members throughout the
year, the Membership Crusade is a time when we
pool our volunteer resources and direct them toward
membership recruitment,’’ said chamber member
services manager Guy Ditonto. ‘‘The enthusiasm and
energy of the collective group recharges our recruit-
ment efforts.’’

‘‘One of our missions as a membership based
organization is to leverage the network of members
and their expertise into an expanded network that
improves economic opportunities for everyone,’’
continued Ditonto. ‘‘Membership growth is critical
to the success of that mission and to the success of
our businesses and our communities.’’

In all, eighty board and committee members will
participate in the Membership Crusade.

‘‘Last year’s Membership Crusade — our first
ever — was a success because of the strong partici-
pation from our members, boards and staff.  This
year the Membership Committee and staff have set
some hefty goals.  As insurance costs rise, gas prices
are affecting all sectors of business and we are in an
election year, it is more critical than ever that we
raise our membership numbers and develop a
stronger voice to be heard. Our members are our
bread and butter that make that voice strong,’’ said
Ann Mason, chairwoman of the Chamber’s Member-
ship Committee.

Current chamber members also have the opportu-
nity to participate in this year’s Membership Crusade
by sharing their story of how chamber membership
has enhanced their business operations through advo-
cacy, networking or exclusive member services. 

‘‘We are looking for members to come forward
and share their chamber story. This will put a person-
al face on chamber membership and providing a tes-
timonial to other business people of the value of
chamber membership,’’ said interim executive direc-
tor Amy Vercant.

Chamber members who participate can receive
valuable countywide exposure in a variety of media.
Current members are also asked to make referrals.

‘‘If you know a business that should be a member,
call the Chamber at either location or email me at
annm@dftel.com and I will personally make sure
they get a call!! Please help us help you be the Chau-
tauqua County Chamber of Commerce — Leading
Businesses Leading Communities,’’ said Mason. 

For more information on the Membership Crusade,
contact Ditonto at 484-1101 or gditonto@chatu-
auquachamber.org.  To provide a testimonial, contact
Vercant at 366-6200 or amyv@chautauquacham-
ber.org.

Founded in 2000, the Chamber is the communi-
ty’s leading advocate and champion for business. Its
primary objective is to create a climate of growth and
success in Chautauqua County.  The Chamber pro-
vides leadership and business-building initiatives that
focus on the critical priorities of the business com-
munity. By leveraging the support, talent, and
resources of its members, the Chamber is one of the
leading organizations helping to improve the eco-
nomic vitality and quality of life for everyone.

Did You Know ... ?
As the community’s leading champion and advo-

cate for business, the Chamber leverages the talents
and resources of its member businesses to improve
economic opportunities for all. By bringing business-
es into a collective group, the Chamber is able to pro-
vide value added services to its members such as cost
saving programs, member-to-member discounts,
health and dental insurance, customer referrals, Shop
Chautauqua County Gift Check program, networking
mixers, print and online membership directory,
tourism and business promotion, advertising and
sponsorship, grand openings and open house celebra-
tions. To become a member of the Chautauqua Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce, visit  www.chau-
tauquachamber.org, call 366-6200 or 484-1101, or
visit either Chamber branch office at 10785 Bennett
Road in Dunkirk or 101 W. Fifth St. in Jamestown.

BY DENNY BONAVITA

(DuBois) Courier-Express

I am attending yoga class-
es once a week.

Why? Choose a reason:
1. My aging, stiffening,

creaking body benefits from
a regular, but slow, deliber-
ately paced program of exer-
cises with emphasis on
stretching and relaxation.

2. My wife said I should
go, my wife’s sister-in-law
is a teacher, and my wife’s
brother-in-law wanted com-
pany when a ‘‘men’s yoga’’
class was started.

My doctor suggests,
‘‘Sure, yoga will work ... as
long as you don’t get caught
up in their offbeat spirituali-
ty.’’ Naah. I have more than
enough spirituality with the
religion I now practice, and
the faith I have long had.
But my aging body is anoth-
er story.

So I go.
We stand, three to eight of

us.
We fold our hands, mim-

icing Catholic altar boys. I
was one, so this pose I
know. We place our folded
hands at our ‘‘heart center,’’
somewhere near mid-chest.

We do not chant. We do
not groan.

That disappoints me.
I do a mean ‘‘Ommmmm-

mmm......’’ and whenever
David Carradine’s TV com-
mercial appears, I join with
him in ‘‘YellowBookdot-
commmmm.......’’

But at this class, respect-
ful silence is the rule.
Besides, the teacher is soft-
spoken, so if we are to hear
her directions, we must, in
the words of the late, great
Archie Bunker, stifle our-
selves, including our grunts.

Silently, we flow (sort of)
into statue-like poses with
colorful names like ‘‘cow’’

and ‘‘cat’’ and ‘‘cat-cow.’’
‘‘Cow’’ is knees-and-hands,
back straight, head up.
‘‘Cat’’ is ‘‘cow’’ punched in
the belly, tummy sucked up,
back arched, head down.
‘‘Downward facing dog’’ is
something like ‘‘cat,’’ but
more extended. ‘‘Up dog’’ is
a half-pushup, knees still on
the floor.

Move into a pose, hold it,
sometimes extend it, slowly
release it, move into another.

This is different from the
exercises I have been doing
for most of my life. Exercise
means jumps, pushes,
strains, seeks ‘‘just one more
rep,’’ and follows the ‘‘no
pain, no gain’’ rule.

This yoga talks much
more softly.

This yoga says there
should be no pain, no push-
ing. Instead, there is to be
cleansing, freeing the mind
from the cares of the day,
focusing the body’s internal
energy now here, now there,
stirring up the internal
organs (I really do not like to
picture that!) and rearrang-
ing things in peaceful,
strengthening ways that ease
hurts and increase flexibility.

That is the ideal.
The reality is that things

go snap, crackle, pop. My
knees and shoulders loudly
announce the results of
decades of abuse, attempts at
athleticism, and occasional

acts of pure physical stupidi-
ty. I broke an arm while rid-
ing a bike. I fractured a skull
while, as a kid, playing
‘‘Army’’ and attempting to
rappel down an iron-pipe
railing beside concrete steps.
I snapped a leg while mov-
ing a desk. (How does one
snap a leg while moving a
desk? First, become drunk.
The rest is easy.) I popped
some spinal discs while
tying up tomato plants —
honest.

So the flow of the yoga
sessions really does have a
lot of remedial work to
accomplish. It is difficult to
increase flexibility in joints
that do not readily flex, but
instead creak, groan, crackle
and moan — no, wait, the
joints crackle; I do the
moaning.

Old habits are difficult to
break, too. I sneak corner-of-
eye peeks at the other guys,
to see how they are doing.
Sometimes, I draw gentle
rebukes from the instructor:
‘‘No competition. Peace.’’
Boy, what a change from
‘‘Kill them!’’ (football), or
‘‘Hit it FURTHER!’’ (golf
or baseball).

Odd, though: the move-
ments seem gentle, not
stressful. But at the end of a
session, I am tired, and feel
as though I have worked out.

I do see some benefits.
Two months ago, my get-

out-of-bed rituals were
amusing. During the night,
some evil spirit would move
my ankles about two feet
further down my legs, so
that socks-donning became
something like trying to cap-
ture butterflies: Wave the
foot around somewhere out
there, flail at it with the
sock, and hope the end flops
around some toes.

Now, though I still grunt,
the ankles remain where I

remembered them as being
when I went to bed. And,
wonder of wonders, I now
walk down the stairs, one
foot per stair-tread, instead
of doing the one-two stepa-
long.

Mind, there is no huge
difference. Before doing
strenuous things, e.g., climb
a ladder, swing a golf club
or a hammer, it is still neces-
sary to ‘‘warm up’’ with
some stretches. Then again,
that has probably always
been a good idea. I was just
too dumb, or in too much of
a hurry, to do it.

I am awaiting the screech
of brakes, though, as
passers-by become momen-
tarily mesmerized by the
sight of a grown man on
hands and knees beside a
ladder, imitating a cow
(head up) and a cat (head
down, back arched), then
realize there is a CURVE on
the road past our house.

Since there has been
progress, I shall continue to
attend.

In truth, there would prob-
ably be progress, of some
sort, with any good, organ-
ized exercise program. After
all, I would probably win
most any flexible-fingers
contest, since I sit and type a
lot during every work day.
‘‘Use it or lose it’’ becomes
more and more valid with
age.

So, I shall continue to go
to yoga.

I just wish, though, that it
was a trifle more ... vocal.

ı ı ı

Denny Bonavita is the edi-
tor and publisher of McLean
Publishing Co. in west-cen-
tral Pennsylvania, including
the Courier-Express in
DuBois. E-mail:
denny2319@windstream.net

THE
GOOD
LIFE

Meditations On Yoga Classes

The Problems With Tenants, Landlords
HOUSING CORNER
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‘‘Field of Dreams,’’ star-
ring Kevin Costner, will be
shown at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 19, in the Fire-
place Room at Prendergast
Library.

Nominated for three
Oscars, the movie is based
on W. P. Kinsella’s novel,

‘‘Shoeless Joe.’’
In the sports drama, a

farmer hears a voice that
instructs him to plow down
his crops and construct a
baseball field. He does, and
the Chicago Black Sox
come. In addition to Costner,
the cast includes Amy Madi-
gan, Gaby Hoffmann, Ray
Liotta, Timothy Busfield,
James Earl Jones, Burt Lan-
caster, Frank Whaley and
Dwier Brown. Written and
directed by Phil Alden
Robinson, the movie has a
score by James Horner.

In 1990, Ms. Hoffmann
won a Young Artist Award
for the best young actress in
a supporting role in a motion
picture for her work in the
film.

Members of the Chau-
tauqua-Cattaraugus Library
System own ‘‘Field of
Dreams’’ in VHS and DVD
formats. The 106-minute
feature film was released in
1989. It is rated PG.

Other movies by members
of the cast will be on display
at the film showing.

Free and open to the pub-
lic, the movie screening is
supported by a Community
Service Grant from the
Chautauqua Region Commu-
nity Foundation through a
project called Talk To Me
About Books.

The project’s book discus-
sions will continue at 2 p.m.
Wednesday, June 18, and 7
p.m. Tuesday, June 24, with
a focus on ‘‘The No. 1
Ladies’ Detective Agency’’
by Alexander McCall Smith.

For more information, call
484-7135, ext. 225. The
library is located at 509
Cherry St., Jamestown.
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 Right behind Jamestown Mattress Plaza

 135 E. Fairmount Ave.
 Lakewood 763-7408

 Rt. 6 at the “Y” Columbus, PA 
 (814) 665-1245
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 Re-Charge • Re-Group • Re-Invigorate

  oberto’s 
 estaurant R

 Downtown Jamestown’s Premier Italian Restaurant
 20 West Third St.• Phone 664-7272
 Serving Dinners Wednesday - Saturday 

 Serving Lunch Monday - Friday 11:00AM-3:00PM
 Featuring Assorted Wines & Beer!

 Reservations Graciously Apperciated
 Our Banquet Facility Holds up to 60 Guests.

 Featuring Fresh Bread Sticks and Bruschetta, 
 Cheese, Meat  and Spinach Ravioli, Stuffed Shells, 

 Fettuccini Alfredo, Lasagna, Cheese and Meat 
 Tortellini, Fresh Steaks, Baked Tilapia, Chicken 

 Parmesan and Eggplant Parmesan Cannoli, Fresh-
 Pies, Brownie Sundaes and Spumoni
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 Say   “ Happy

 “
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 STYLE A:
 WITH ARTWORK

 $ 15.00  Prepaid

 Orders must 
 be received by 

 5pm, Wednesday, 
 June 11th.

 If you would 
 like your 

 photograph mailed 
 back, please 

 enclose a stamped 
 self-addressed 

 envelope.

 $ 15.00  Prepaid

 STYLE B:
 WITH PHOTOGRAPH
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 3

 4
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 From: 
 Scott, Sue, 

 Sean & Lydia

 8

 To The 
 Greatest Dad 
 In The World!

 Love,
 Ryan & Kristin

 Happy 
 Fathers’ Day!

 6

 Message content and photographs are subject to editor approval.

 With A Greeting 
 Ad Published On 

 Sunday, June 15th

 Please fill out this order form and mail or bring to 
 The Post-Journal, 15 W. Second St., 
 P.O. Box 190, Jamestown, NY 14701.

 Print Your Message Here:
 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________

 Name_____________________Day Phone______________

 Address__________________City_____________________

 Card#_____________________________________________

 Exp. Date__________________________________________

 We Accept Cash, Check,  Amount 
 Money Order or  Enclosed $_____________

 Style A orders may be placed by phone with a credit 
 card payment, call 487-1234.

 - Style A   $15.00

 - Artwork # Choice

 -Style B   $15.00
 Enclose Photograph

JHS Grad
Earns
Doctorate

Lindsay M. Conlan of
Jamestown recently graduat-
ed from the Albany College
of Pharmacy with her doctor-
ate in pharmacy.

She is a member of the
American Pharmacists Asso-
ciation and Rho Chi Honor
Society. Ms. Conlan is a
2002 graduate of Jamestown
High School and is the
daughter of Steve and Cindy
Conlan of Jamestown.

She will be employed as a
staff pharmacist at
Duke/Raleigh Hospital in
Raleigh, N.C. 

Prendergast Library Showing
‘Field Of Dreams’ June 19 

Randolph Student Given
Youth Citizenship Award

Joseph Shellenbarger, a
senior at Randolph Central
School, has been selected as
the recipient of the Cattarau-
gus County Youth Bureau’s
Youth Citizenship Award.
He is the son of Ralph and
Leslie Shellenbarger.

Shellenbarger’s communi-
ty service involvement
includes being a member the
Randolph area Make a Dif-
ference Day and a member
of the Youth Group at Gloria
Dei Lutheran Church. He is
also a volunteer at the Ran-
dolph Area Community
Homecoming Picnic.    

In school, he is a member
of the National Honor Soci-
ety, Leaders Club and Sons
of the American Legion. He
is actively involved and acts
as treasurer for the French
Club, Art Guild and Year-
book committee.  Joseph
also participated in Boys
State  and a  government
internship.  He is  senior
class  vice president  and

serves  as  a  tutor  a t  his
school. He is a team player
on the soccer, bowling and
golf teams. He is a captain
on the bowling team. Joseph
has a
95.511
percent
a v e r -
a g e
and is
ranked
f i f t h
out  of
76 stu-
d e n t s
in  his
class.

H i s
i n t e r -
e s t s
and hobbies include bowl-
ing, golf, watching movies,
t ravel ing,  and making
fr iends.  Joseph’s  future
plans are  to  a t tend
Jamestown Community
College in the fall before
transferring to major in pre-
med.

JOSEPH
SHELLENBARGER

Sergeant Re-Enlists In Guard
LATHAM, N.Y. — Sgt.

Ann Bennett from Jamestown
has re-enlisted as a member
of the New York Army
National Guard, according to
Maj. Gen. Joseph J. Taluto,
the adjutant general.

‘‘This is the most capable
New York National Guard
I’ve seen in my 42 years of
service,’’ Taluto said. ‘‘Our
new recruits from local com-
munities have given us a
force that is younger than it
has ever been, but at the
same time we are stronger

and more experienced than
ever thanks to the large num-
ber of combat veterans filling
our ranks. We’ve got a
tremendous amount of mili-
tary experience out there.
The Army National Guard
has topped the 10,000 fig-
ure, moving closer to our
full-strength goal of 10,300
members.’’

For more information
about the New York Army
National Guard, visit
www.dmna.state.ny.us or
www.1800goguard.com.

Code Director Speaks To County Supervisors, Mayors
Speaking at the monthly meeting of

Chautauqua County’s town supervi-
sors and village and city mayors, Ron
Piester framed the responsibility and
reasons for effective code enforcement
in each jurisdiction.

Piester is a registered architect who
comes from a family of builders who
has become the state Department of
State Codes Division director. He
reminded the government leaders that
building codes are safety codes, that
while police and fire departments are
first responders to disaster, code
enforcement officials have been
nationally recognized as first preven-
ters to thwart disasters.

‘‘When a building is built correctly,
nothing happens — just as it should
be,’’ Piester said. 

Piester said well-constructed build-
ings are good foundations for econom-
ic development, because current codes
require energy-saving construction,
promote construction with recycled
materials, and result in buildings that
are long-lasting.

Hitting on an issue locally highlight-
ed, Piester asked, ‘‘Do Amish build-
ings need to meet building code stan-

dards?’’ His answer was, ‘‘Yes, there
are no exceptions based on religious
beliefs, but how do we deal with this?’’

Piester said the codes division
regional engineers look at two
approaches. The first is to educate all
builders, Amish included, to under-
stand the safety specifics of building
codes and to help them adjust their
buildings to meet the codes. The sec-
ond option is to apply for variance
from specifics of the building code on
a case-by-case basis.

Chautauqua County’s regional engi-
neer is in Buffalo. He can be contacted
through the Albany main office of the
codes division, and his contact infor-
mation is on the Web site for the
Western Southern Tier Building Offi-
cials at www.wstbo.com, the associa-
tion of code officials in and near Chau-
tauqua County that arranged for
Piester’s recent visit.

Piester said the statewide uniform
code began in 1984 following some
disasters in the country. New York’s
building safety codes are now based
on the model codes of the International
Code Council, and each municipality
is required by state law to locally

enforce the uniform code.
Piester acknowledged that proper

code enforcement can be costly, but is
‘‘money well spent’’ for each commu-
nity. 

John Walker, Sheridan town super-
visor, thanked Piester for the presenta-
tion and said he hoped all supervisors
and mayors were working well with
their code enforcement officers. 

‘‘I’m sure happy with mine,’’ Walk-
er said.

John Monaco, Western Southern
Tier Building Officials president, said
he was pleased that the codes division
director traveled from Albany to visit
Chautauqua County, where several
sensitive code enforcement issues have
made recent headlines. Monaco
encouraged all municipalities to have
their code officials join and participate
in the organization so the dialogue
could continue.

The group is the local affiliate of the
International Code Council and the
New York State Building Officials
Conference. It holds monthly meet-
ings, often with certified training.
Additional information and applica-
tions are online at www.wstbo.com.

A few of those attending the May 29 meeting of supervisors and mayors are, from left, Fredonia Mayor Michael
Sullivan, John Walker, Sheridan town supervisor; Ron Piester, state Codes Division director, and John Monaco,
Fredonia’s chief code enforcement officer and Western Southern Tier Building Officials president.
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